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ICSU STATEMENT ON GENE PATENTING

The International Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU) is an
international non-governmental organization whose mandate includes
the ﬁromotion of cooperation in the basic sciences, and the safeguarding
of the principle of the universality of science and of the free flow of
scientific knowledge.

The Council is aware of the tremendous potential benefit of genetic
research for humanity and realizes that new ethical and social dimensions
arise from this.  Accordingly, ICSU strongly believes that efforts to

atent genetic information should not jeopardize either progress in the
asic sciences or access to the information which is necessary for such
progress to continue.

ICSU asserts its view that information about nucleic acid
sequences cannot be patented per se. Such sequences should be
patentable solely within the context of their demonstrated significance
and/or application (e.g. regulatory signals, antisense RNAs, probes,
etc...) -~ and not of their potential products (e.g. proteins) -- and
prov}dlcd that this can be shown to be “novel”, “non-obvious" and
"useful".

Under such circumstances, patenting of complementag{ DNA
sequences (cDNAs) would distort the patent process, which is designed
to protect applications, methods and products, on the basis of proven
facts and not mere expectations, and normally serves society by
stimulating the investments and developments necessary to provide useful
products and services. Any deviation from such patenting principles
would run counter to the best interests of science and hinder international
coliaboration in such endeaveurs. ICSU therefore cautions against
decisions which may be irreversible, such as those possibly emerging as a
result of the recent patent requests concerning complementary DNA
(cDNA) seguenccs corresponding to portions of unknown messenger
RNAs (mRNA).




cases may arise in the future.

subject.

ICSU urges the relevant authorities, particularly in countries where
patent applications in this field have been or are soon to be filed, to
consider such applications taking due account of the possible
implications and to ensure a strict application of established patenting
principles, thereby setting an example for other countries in which similar

ICSU would welcome a formal international agreement on this
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