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MEDIA ADVISORY

12th World AIDS {9
Conference Geneva
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact:Jacqueline Franchetti June 28-July 3 1998
October, 1997 Ogilvy, Adams & Rinehart, New York

+1212880-5231
Swiss Media: Michel Zbinden

Farner Teuber Communications, Lausanne
+41217291222

12TH WORLD AIDS CONFERENCE ANNOUNCES CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

- Geneva to Host World'’s Foremost AIDS Conference;
Focus on “Bridging The Gap” -

Geneva, Switzerland — The 12th World AIDS Conference today issued a call for abstracts to AIDS
researchers, physicians, community leaders and policy makers around the world. The Conference,
to be held June 28 to July 3, 1998, at the Palexpo Conference Centre in Geneva, will feature the
most significant developments in the field of AIDS research, and focus international attention on
the urgent need to bridge the gaps between developed and developing countries, where more than
90% of people with HIV live.

“In addition to scientific exchange, an important goal of the Conference, indeed the Conference
theme, is to ‘bridge the gap’ in the response to AIDS between the developed and developing world,”
said Bernard Hirschel, Chair of the Conference and head of the HIV/AIDS section of the Cantonal
Universitaire Hospital in Geneva. “Geneva, an international crossroads, is a highly appropriate city
to host the Conference. Home to prestigious health institutions, including UNAIDS and WHO,
Geneva has a long history of forging solutions to complex international problems.”

Conference organisers estimate that close to 6,000 abstracts will be submitted, covering the latest
scientific progress in AIDS treatment and vaccine development, as well as important research in the
areas of AIDS prevention, epidemiology, and social and behavioural science.

While the latest scientific advances will take centre stage in Geneva, an extensive community
programme has been organised to provide a forum for the exchange of information and ideas
among the diverse communities affected by HIV/AIDS, and to ensure that knowledge and skills are
sustained once participants return home.

“AIDS has compelled the scientific and HIV/AIDS communities to share skills, knowledge and
experiences, and to forge new partnerships to fight this pandemic,” said Robin Gorna, Chair of the
Conference’s Community Planning Committee. “It is in this spirit of collaboration that for the first
time in the history of world AIDS conferences, both scientific and HIV community representatives
have equal say in the format and content of the Conference programme.”

— more —
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Media Registration and Facilities

Daily press conferences will highlight the most important research and issues discussed at the
Conference, and state-of-the-art media facilities, including phone, fax and modem connections,
and closed-circuit broadcast of plenary sessions will be provided.

Credentialled journalists are encouraged to submit their completed media registration and
accommodation forms early as possible, as space is limited. Credentialling requirements and media
registration forms are included in the enclosed announcement. Hotel rooms reserved for the media
will be assigned on a first-come, first-served basis, and accommodation requests must be submitted
by April 1, 1998.

Conference Programme

Highlights of the week-long conference include:

Plenary Sessions: These sessions will feature the world’s most distinguished AIDS researchers,
community leaders and policy specialists, and will focus on the gaps in AIDS trearment,
awareness, prevention and human rights that must be closed to effectively address the epidemic
in all countries.

Scientific Presentations: Oral, slide and poster sessions will be presented in four tracks:

A — Basic Science; B — Clinical Science and Care; C — Epidemiology, Prevention and Public
Health; and D — Social and Behavioural Science. The scientific focus of tracks C and D has
been strengthened. Policy implications and community perspectives will be included in all
four tracks.

Community Sessions: Community aspects of the programme will include skills building
sessions, orientation sessions, and extensive opportunities for dialogue and exchange.

Scholarship Programme

An ambitious scholarship programme has been established to ensure that representatives from

all regions most affected by HIV/AIDS are able to attend. Priority will be given to community
representatives and researchers who will participate actively and contribute directly to the
Conference programme. Special consideration will also be given to assist journalists from resource-
poor environments to participate actively in the Conference. Scholarship application forms,
provided in the attached announcement, must be submitted by February 2, 1998.

The 12th World AIDS Conference is organized by a non-profit association with a Secretariat in
Geneva, under the auspices of the International AIDS Society. Conference co-organizers include
The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, The Global Network of People Living with
HIV/AIDS, The International AIDS Society, The International Council of AIDS Service
Organizations, The International Community of Women Living with HIV and AIDS, and The
Canton of Geneva.
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