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lUPS NEWS

The 34 th International Congress of Physiological Sciences is to be held in Christchurch in 2001
under the auspices of the International Union of Physiological Sciences (IUPS) . The Executive Council
of the ITUPS met with the New Zealand organisers of the 2001 Congress in Christchurch during the
week of 15 February, 1998. A detailed, critical review of progress and plans was made during 4

days of meetings.

* The IUPS Executive approved the recently completed Christchurch Convention Centre with its
modern facilities as an excellent site for the Congress.

e A detailed review of the budget satisfied them that financial planning was well in hand with tight
accounting procedures in place and adequate provision for the costs of invited speakers.

* Plans to employ the most modern communications and information technology were endorsed.
These will include electronic registration and submission of abstracts and publication of abstracts
on CD ROM disks.

» It was agreed that Official Satellite Meetings will be held before and after the Congress in New
Zealand, Australia, Asia and the Pacific. As far as possible, these will be integrated with the Con-
gress scientific program so as to strengthen and complement the treatment of important themes.

* A new, exciting format for the scientific program was approved, details of which are given separ-
ately. The New Zealand organisers welcome feedback on and suggestions about the proposed new

format from all members of the international scientific community.
NEW FORMAT FOR THE SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM IN 2001 AGREED
The following is a brief outline of the proposed new format for the 2001 Congress.
« Pre-Congress sport and recreation package : registants will have the opportunity to register for two

days of varied sport and recreational activities scheduled to precede the Congress itself. Watch

this space for details as they develop.

Opening Ceremony : a brief welcome ceremony will be followed by a plenary lecture/lectures on a

major topic of key importance to research in the new millennium.

Theme : The overall theme of the Congress will be “From Molecule to Malady” and the program
will aim to demonstrate the continuum of integrative biology from the molecular level to applica-
tions in both health and disease. The theme will apply, as far as possible, to the way in which all
sessions are organised. The aim is to enhance the dialogue between basic and applied scientists

and between different disciplines.

3

Plenary Lectures : Each day will begin with a plenary lecture or lectures on “cutting-edge” topics
by distinguished scientists currently active in their fields. Each day will end with a major lecture
or lectures which will focus on the applied aspects of selected topics linked to satellites, synthesia

and poster focus groups (see below).

.

Synthesia : This term has been coined for a two hour long session, chaired by a moderator, in

which three speakers will present three different approaches to a topic. They will aim to focus on
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new ideas, presenting concepts rather than data, and to provoke debate through presentations that
are provocative, controversial, integrative and intellectually stimulating. Open discussion will
follow the presentations and abstracts of the presentations will be available on the Internet before-
hand so as to encourage informed debate. Synthesia will link, where appropriate, with Official
Satellites held before and after the main Congress. There will be up to eight synthesia each day.
Posters : The organisers are determined to ensure that the 2001 Congress will be genuinely parti-
cipatory. To this end, three hours each day have been set aside for poster viewing, during which
time there will be no competing activities. Posters will be grouped according to content rather than
by some arbitrary, systematic classification. They will be displayed at sites set aside for Poster
Focus Groups (see below).

Poster Focus Groups : Up to 50 Poster Focus Groups will be scheduled each day. Each focus group
will be chaired by a moderator and will aim to provide open discussion of each of the 10 to 15
posters presented at that focus group site. Abstracts of posters, which may include a diagram
or table, will be available on the Internet prior to the Congress to assist participants in the

discussion.

We welcome feedback on these proposals through the link provided at this web site and will reply to

all correspondents.

NEW LINK

Details of regulations for entry to New Zealand are available from the New Zealand Immigration

Service web site <http://www. immigration. govt. nz > which is now linked to this site. This lists

countries whose citizens will need to obtain a Visitors Visa before arrival. The procedure is

described and application forms can be downloaded from the site if required.
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ﬁThé First International Conference on Control and Diseases of
Sodium Dependent Transport Proteins lon Channels
‘August 24-28, 1999, in Shizuoka, Japan

1st ICSDT (P& 1)

The First International Conference on Control and
Discascs of Sodium Dependent Transport Proteins
and [on Channels

August 24 (Tue) -28 (Sat), 1999.
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Topics to be discussed as followed :
1) Cellular and Molecular Basis of Function
2) Structure and Function
3) Signal Transduction
4) Gene Expression and Control
5) Cell Cycle and Control
6) Evolution and Apoptosis

7) Clinical Investigation

8) Drug Design

9) Endocrinology, Physiology, Pharmacology and
Toxicology

10) Enzymology

11) Diseases and Mechanism (Hypertension,

Diabetes mellitus, Cystic fibrosis, and so on)

1st ICSDT Conference Office : Yasunobu Suketa

Dept, of Environmental Biochemistry and Toxicology,
Univeristy of Shizuoka School of Pharmaccutical Science,
52-1 Yada, Shizuoka, Shizuoka 422-8002, Japan.

TEL: 054-264-5673, FAX : 054-264-5672

E-Mail : suketa@ys. u-shizuoka-ken. ac. jp
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