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World Conference on Science  First Announcement

Science for the Twenty-First Century A New Commitment

Budapest 26 June-1 July 1999

Science is a powerful means of understanding the world in which we live, and is capable
of ylelding enormous returns that directly enhance socio-economic development and the quality
of our lives. Scientific advances over the last fifty years have led to revolutionary changes in
health, nutrition and communication, moreover, the role of science promises to be yet greater
in the future because of ever-more-rapid scientific and technological progress.

Meanwhile, humankind is being confronted by problems on a global scale, many-such as
environmental degradation, pollution and climatic change-provoked by the mismanagement of
natural resources or unsustainable production and consumption patterns. Even if the technology
implicated in these problems can be said to have stemmed from science, we cannot hope to
resolve them without the correct and timely use of science in the future.

And yet, in spite of the opportunities it offers us all, science itself is facing difficulties of
confidence and invesment, as well as problems of an ethical nature. These can only be solved
if the scientific community, governments, business and the general public are able to reach,
through debate, common ground with respect to the service science is to provide to society,
and a new commitment to science in the years to come.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the
International Council for Science (ICSU), in co-operation with other partners, are providing a
unique forum for such debate through the convening of a World Conference on Science for the
Twenty-First Century : a New Commitment.

CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES

The Conference will analyse where the natural sciences stand today and where they
are heading, what their social impact has been and What society expects from them. Finally,
it will establish what efforts need to be made to make science advance in response to these
expectations and to the challenges posed by human and social development.

STAKEHOLDERS

The Conference will anddress and involve national governments and institutions, ,educa-
tional and research establishments, members of the scientific community, the industrial sector,
intergovernmental organizations (IGOs) and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), as well
as the media and the general public. All stakeholders with a vested interest in science and its
role in societal development are welcome as active partici pants in the Conference process.
Participation in the Conference itself will depend on the space and facili ties available, and
will be as balanced as possible in order to faithfully reflect the Conference process. A special
role is to be played by the financial institutions and specialized agencies of the United Nations
system. and those governmental and non-governmental bodies directly concerned with the
scientific enterprise.
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The Conference will be an event at which policy-makers, scientists and representatives of society in
general can together address the above issues and arrive at a means of increasing the commitment to and

from, science.

PREPARATIONS

The World Conference on Science is conceived as a process consisting of a preparatory phase, phase, the
Conference itself, and a vigorous follow-up programme. In order to raise awareness on science and mobilize
general debate worldwide, UNESCO and ICSU are inviting their many partners to associate their congresses,
meetings and other events with the Conference. In this way a wide range of scientists. decison-makers and
representatives of the public will be able to make an important input to the Conference even if not attending

the central event.

PROGRAMME

In pursuit of its aims the programme of the Conference is to be made up of three major forums :

Forum I will focus on a number of scientific topics of particular relevance and discussions will be organized
on a cross-disciplinary basis; it will address the intellectual, institutional and economic challenges the
scientific endeavour now faces, and the ample opportunities that science offers for problem-solving in the
years to come ;

Forum II will examine the many interfaces between science and society at large and deal with societal
requirements and expectations, ethical issues and the public understanding of science :

Forum IJI will concern an increased commitment to science by governments, policy-makers and other part-
ners, and obligations towards society on the part of the scientific community.

Forums 1 and 11 will each consist of a morning plenary session at which the broad issues are aired, followed
by a number of topical events (symposia, round tables or seminars) held in parallel in the afternoon,
Forum II1 will consist of a single plenary debate at which all stakeholders in science will be invited to
express their views. A synthetic document is being prepared to serve as background to the discussions in

Forums I and II.

The conference timetable will be as follows

Morning Afternoon

Saturday 26 June Registration of participants Opening ceremony, keynote addresses ;

procedural matters

Sunday 27 June Forum 1 : Science ; achievements,
shortcomings and challenges. Plenary

session : keynote talks

Forum I: Concurrent topical symposia.
round-tables or seminars

Monday 28 June

Forum II: Science in society. Plenary
session : keynote talks

Forum II : Concurrent topical symposia.
round-tables or seminars

Tuesday 29 June

Forum III: Towards a new
commitment-Declaration and Science
Agenda-Framework for Action. Open
plenary debate

Forum III : Continuation of plenary
debate

Wednesday 30 June

Forum III : Continuation of plenary
debate

Forum III : Conclusion of plenary
debate

Thursday 1 July

Reports from from drafting group (S)
and topical meetings

Approval of Declaration and Science
Agenda : Closing ceremony
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In addition to this central programme there will be a number of public lectures given by eminent
scientists and prominent personalities, as well as exhibitions on various aspects of contemporay science. A

teleconfernce will be held during the Conference.

OUTCOME
The World Conference on Science will provide a rare opportunity for extensive debata leading to a new
social contract for science as we enter the Twenty-first Century. The follow-up to the Conference will be
embodied in two documents.
@ 2 Declaration on Science which will underscore political commitment to the scientific endeavour and to
solution of problems at the interface between science and society ;
@ 2 Science Agenda-Framework for Action, an innovative and pragmatic framework for fostering partner-
ships in science and the use of science for development and the environment.
These two major documents will be addressed to all partners and stakeholders in science, science, includ-
ing the research community, government bodies, IGOs, NGOs and the industrial sector.
July 1998
Secretariat, World Conference on Science,
UNESCO
7. place de Fontenoy
75352 Paris, France
Fax :(33) 1 45 68 58 23
e-mail : confsci@unesco. org
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